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Table 4.26

Percent distribution of juveniles taken into police custody

By method of disposition, United States, 1972-95a

Referred to
juvenile

court
jurisdiction

Handled
within depart-

ment and
released

Referred
to criminal

or adult
court

Referred to
other police

agency

Referred
to welfare

agency

1972 50.8% 45.0% 1.3% 1.6% 1.3%
1973 49.5 45.2 1.5 2.3 1.4
1974 47.0 44.4 3.7 2.4 2.5
1975 52.7 41.6 2.3 1.9 1.4
1976 53.4 39.0 4.4 1.7 1.6
1977 53.2 38.1 3.9 1.8 3.0
1978 55.9 36.6 3.8 1.8 1.9
1979 57.3 34.6 4.8 1.7 1.6
1980 58.1 33.8 4.8 1.7 1.6
1981 58.0 33.8 5.1 1.6 1.5
1982 58.9 32.5 5.4 1.5 1.6
1983 57.5 32.8 4.8 1.7 3.1
1984 60.0 31.5 5.2 1.3 2.0
1985 61.8 30.7 4.4 1.2 1.9
1986 61.7 29.9 5.5 1.1 1.8
1987 62.0 30.3 5.2 1.0 1.4
1988 63.1 29.1 4.7 1.1 1.9
1989 63.9 28.7 4.5 1.2 1.7
1990 64.5 28.3 4.5 1.1 1.6
1991 64.2 28.1 5.0 1.0 1.7
1992 62.5 30.1 4.7 1.1 1.7
1993 67.3 25.6 4.8 0.9 1.5
1994 63.2 29.5 4.7 1.0 1.7
1995 65.7 28.4 3.3 0.9 1.7

Note: See Notes, tables 4.1 and 4.2.

aBecause of rounding, percents may not add to 100.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United
States , 1972, p. 116; 1973, p. 119; 1974, p. 177; 1975, p. 177; 1976, p. 220; 1977, p. 219;
1978, p. 228; 1979, p. 230; 1980, p. 258; 1981, p. 233; 1982, p. 242; 1983, p. 245; 1984, p.
238; 1985, p. 240; 1986, p. 240; 1987, p. 225; 1988, p. 229; 1989, p. 233; 1990, p. 235;
1991, p. 278; 1992, p. 282; 1993, p. 282; 1994, p. 282; 1995, p. 265 (Washington, DC:
USGPO). Table constructed by SOURCEBOOK staff.


