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Table 5.6

Criminal cases commenced, terminated, and pending, and judgeships authorized in
U.S. District Courts

1982-96

Cases commenceda

Judgeships
authorized Number

Cases per
judgeship

Drug
cases

Termi-
nated Pendingb

1982 515 32,682 63 4,218 31,889 16,659
1983 515 35,872 70 5,094 33,985 18,546
1984 515 36,845 72 5,606 35,494 19,938
1985 575 39,500 69 6,690 37,139 22,299
1986 575 41,490 72 7,893 39,328 24,453
1987 575 43,292 75 8,878 42,287 25,263
1988 575 43,607 76 10,603 41,878 28,776
1989 575 45,792 80 12,342 42,933 32,666
1990 575 46,568 81 11,547 43,296 35,308
1991 649 47,123 73 11,954 43,073 39,562
1992 649 48,366 75 12,833 44,147 34,078
1993 649 46,786 72 12,239 44,800 28,701
1994 649 45,484 70 11,362 45,129 26,328
1995 649 45,788 71 11,520 41,527 28,738
1996 647 47,889 74 12,092 45,499 31,128

Percent change
1996 over 1995 -0.3% 4.6% 4.2% 5.0% 9.6% 8.3%

Note: Data for 1982-87 are reported for the 12-month period ending June 30. Beginning in
1988, data are reported for the Federal fiscal year, which is the 12-month period ending
September 30. Some data have been revised by the Source and will differ from previous
editions of SOURCEBOOK.

aData for criminal cases commenced include transfers, with the exception of drug cases
which exclude transfers.
bBeginning in 1993, pending totals exclude cases in which all defendants were fugitives for
more than 1 year.

Source: Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Annual Report of the Director,
1991, p. 90; 1992, p. 66; 1996, p. 23 (Washington, DC: USGPO). Table adapted by 
SOURCEBOOK staff.


