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Table 3.138

Percent distribution of robberies known to police

By type of weapon used, United States, 1974-95

Type of weapon used

Total
number of
robberies Totala 

 

Firearm 

Knife 
or other
cutting

instrument
Other

weapon
Strong-
armed

1974 422,989 100% 45% 13% 8% 34%
1975 444,937 100 45 12 8 35
1976 410,651 100 43 13 8 36
1977 391,128 100 42 13 8 37
1978 408,358 100 41 13 9 37
1979 458,749 100 40 13 9 38
1980 530,070 100 40 13 9 38
1981 548,038 100 40 13 9 38
1982 522,823 100 40 14 9 37
1983 489,227 100 37 14 10 40
1984 435,732 100 36 13 9 42
1985 461,725 100 35 13 9 42
1986 531,468 100 34 14 10 43
1987 498,632 100 33 14 10 44
1988 485,522 100 33 14 10 43
1989 562,340 100 33 13 10 43
1990 608,464 100 37 12 10 42
1991 653,432 100 40 11 9 40
1992 653,323 100 40 11 10 40
1993 594,850 100 42 10 10 38
1994 594,941 100 42 10 10 39
1995 540,015 100 41 9 9 41

Note: See Notes, tables 3.106 and 3.121.

aBecause of rounding, percents may not add to total.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United
States , 1974, pp. 26, 160; 1975, pp. 26, 160; 1976, pp. 21, 153; 1977, pp. 19, 153; 1978, pp.
19, 170; 1979, pp. 18, 170; 1980, pp. 19, 173; 1981, pp. 18, 144; 1982, pp. 18, 149; 1983, pp.
18, 152; 1984, pp. 18, 145; 1985, pp. 18, 147; 1986, pp. 18, 147; 1987, pp. 18, 146; 1988, pp.
21, 150; 1989, pp. 20, 154; 1990, pp. 21, 156; 1991, p. 29, Table 2.21 and p. 192; 1992, p. 29,
Table 2.21 and p. 196; 1993, p. 29, Table 2.22 and p. 196; 1994, p. 29, Table 2.22 and p. 196;
1995, p. 29, Table 2.22 and p. 187 (Washington, DC: USGPO). Table constructed by
SOURCEBOOK staff.


